
General Director Wang Yao’s academic interests are Climate Finance, Green Finance, 
and how to create a Low-Carbon Economy. She is the author of Carbon Finance: 
Global Vision and Distribution in China (2010), Climate Finance (2013), and several 
publications and working papers on climate finance and green finance in a Chinese and 
international context.   
  
Before her work at the institute Wang Yao worked at Guangzhou Securities for seven 
years.  Some of her other professional posts are listed below: 
  •  Deputy Secretary General of Green Finance Committee (GFC) of China 

Society of Finance and Banking. 

•  Adjunct Professor of University of Southern Queensland, Australia, and 

University of Victoria, Australia.  

•  Fellow at the University of Cambridge Institute for Sustainability 

Leadership (CISL). 

•  Advisor for the Sustainable Finance Programme at the University of Oxford 

Smith School of Enterprise and Environment. 

•  Visiting Fellow at Harvard University (2010-2011). 
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Vice President Shi Yingzhe –	史英哲	
	
She Yingzhi is the vice president at the IIGF and head of the green bond lab 
where his research focuses on financial market innovation, finance engineering, 
fixed-income securities, bank management, and investment strategies. He is 
also a researcher at the Research Institute of Securities and Commodities. Shi 
Yingzhi holds a Ph.d. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  
 
 
 
Email: syz_cufe@163.com 
 
 
 
 



Associate Director Liu Qian - 刘倩 
 
Liu Qian is an associate dean at the IIGF and the Executive Director of the 
Research Institute for Climate and Energy Finance. She is also a member of the 
Action Coalition of Sustainable Consumption Research and the Global Research 
Coalition of Sustainable Production and Consumption. She holds a Ph.d in 
Environmental Science from Nankai University and she’s a teaching professor at 
the Central University of Finance and Economics. Liu Qian’s work focuses on 
adapting environmental standards in a Chinese context and vice versa.  
 
Her works appear in multiple core publications in Chinese and English. She’s 
published more than 20 papers in The Cleaner Production (SCI), Chinese Soft 
Science (中国软科学), and Chinese Population, Resource and Environment (中国
⼈人⼝口•资源域环境).  
 
Email: floraliu2050@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Associate Dean  Shi Yi Chen – 施懿宸 
 
Shi Yichen is an associate dean of the IIGF and head of the green finance 
innovation lab where he’s done extensive research on the role of ESG on 
companies’ perfomance. If you come across an ESG index in China, odds 
are Shi Yichen’s work probably had a hand in its creation. His research 
focuses on corporate wealth management, Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR), investment portfolio, mutual funds, fiscal risk management, and 
green finance. Under his leadership, the Green finance Innovation Lab 
innovated methodologies for “environmental stress testing”. His 
publications span Financial Management ( 美国财务管理理协会所属期刊)，
Review of Quantitative Finance and Accounting 和Asia-Pacific Journal of 
Financial Studies, etc.  
 
Email: ycshih_cufe@163.com 
 
 
 



Assistant Director Xu Hongfeng - 徐洪峰 
 
 
Xu Hongfeng is an assistant director at the IIGF and director of energy 
finance at the institute. She is also the vice-secretary of the Green Finance 
Committee in the Chinese Securities Regulatory Commission. She has 
written a number of books on geopolitical energy relations and continues 
to research the topic. Xu‘s works span the topics of Chinese energy 
finance, international energy cooperation, and energy diplomacy.  
 
She got her postdoctorate from Tsinghua University and is a visiting 
scholar Harvard Kennedy School.  
 
 
 
Email:  



Director of the Climate Finance Lab and Carbon Finance Cui Ying – 
崔莹 
	
Cui Ying is head of the Climate Finance Lab at IIGF where she researches 
policy and climate financial instruments, such as the Chinese emission 
trading market. For the last 13 years she's been involved in climate change 
research and the policy response thereto. She’s overseen the development 
and the management of over 100 emission reduction and energy 
conservation projects. Since 2016, she is responsible for writing the Report 
on Chinese Climate Finance every year. Her other works include Report on 
the Development of the Chinese Carbon Market.  
 
She holds a master’s degree in environmental engineering from Queen's 
University Belfast.  
 
Email:  
 
 
 



Senior Research Fellow Xiaona Xu - 徐晓娜 
 
Xiaona Xu is a Senior Research Fellow at IIGF. She holds a Ph.D. in 
Economics from Nankai University. She has published more than 10 
academic papers in Chinese journals. She has led several research 
projects, including the Hebei Provincial project and the Ministry of 
Education Project. Xiaona Xu is experienced working in China's main 
rating agency in green bond assessment certification. 
 
 
Email:  



Research Fellow Zhan Yan - 严展 
 
Zhan Yan is a Research Fellow at the IIGF and the Executive 
Director of the Yangtze River Delta Green Investment Institute. He 
has more than 15 years of experience in credit management of state 
owned financial institutes and private equity investment funds. 
Zhan Yan has consulted more than 2,000 enterprises and managed 
more than 50 billion Renminbi of credit assets. 
 
Email:  



Director of the Green Trade Finance Lab Jin Sun - 孙瑾 
 
Jin Sun is the Head of the Green Trade Finance Lab, IIGF, CUFE, and 
Associate Professor of the School of International Economics and Trade. She 
holds a Ph.D of world economics from the School of Economics of the 
People’s University of China. Dr. Sun published more than 20 academic papers 
and 4 books in national authoritative core periodicals. She also writes 
anonymously for Economic Research and Nankai Economic Research.  
 
Email:  



Director of the Green Belt and Road Initiative Research Christoph Nedopil 
Wang – 王珂礼 
 
Christoph Nedopil Wang is the director of the Green Belt and Road Initiative 
research at IIGF. He works with Chinese and international organizations to 
accelerate green finance and green economic development. Christoph has more 
than 15 years of working experience in the field of climate change and he holds 
degrees from Harvard, TU Berlin and University of Queensland.    
 
He has abundant professional experience in infrastructure, transportation, 
sustainable and innovative development. Prior to working at IIGF, Christoph 
worked for nearly 10 years at the International Finance Corporation. He was also 
the director of the Sino-German sustainable transportation at the Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ). He has many publications, 
such as the Crisis Management (corporate management) manual for the IFC. You 
can follow his work on www.green-bri.org.  
 
Email:  
	
	
 



Director of International Cooperation Mathias Lund Larsen - ⻢马红星 
 
Mathias Lund Larsen is the Director of International Cooperation. His research 
focuses on green finance in China, globally, as well as links between the two. He 
holds two double master‘s degrees from Copenhagen Business School and 
Rotterdam School of Management as well as from Sciences Po Paris and Peking 
University. 
 
Prior to joining IIGF, he previously worked for the UN in New York, Nairobi, 
Bangkok, and Beijing, during which time he coordinated and developed 
partnerships in urban-rural linkages, food security, and migration, presented on 
water, labor, and safety for the Global Compact Leaders Summit, and served as the 
primary author of report on smart city technologies for sustainable development in 
China.  
 
Email: lundlarsenmathias@rccef.com.cn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
 


